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still some of those orchids which the steward takes care of now-I
originally planted them and watered them.
"Let me see which one to cut. Huh, that one there. It's straight
and long enough."
Genro Saionji severed the bamboo close to the ground and smoothed
off its branches from the trunk. He cut out a piece measuring a little
over five feet.
Rounding off the rough edges and the projecting joints, he carried
it back to the sunny veranda, like a hunter with a prize and sat down
with it.
"Huh, now I'm going to polish this. You see, it is the season when
all plants have stopped growing and are ready for the next spring.
That's the best time to cut them for use."
"My lord, do you carry canes of your own make every place you
go?"
He stopped long enough to look at Aya's hquisitive face, and as he
resumed polishing he said: "Every place I go and with any attire I
wear, on my daily walks or to the Imperial Palace or in kimono or
ordinary Western suit or full-dress suit"
"Even to the Imperial Palace, my lord?"
"Huh, I'll soon be accorded a message of special Imperial grace per-
mitting me to use my stick in Court, too. See, it's an old court prac-
tice to allow the aged servants of state to carry their canes if they
wish. In the past, there was some difference as to the time at which this
grace was given, some Sovereigns issued permission when one became
forty years old and others withheld permission until one was sixty
or seventy—or at present eighty."
"I see, my lord."
"Huh, nobody will stop me from carrying a bamboo cane of my
own make, Aya. Some time ago, when I paid homage to the Momo-
yama Mausoleums in a silk hat, frock-coat and my home-made bamboo
stick, passers-by turned around and stared at me."
Aya held her kimono sleeve over her mouth to hide her smile.
"Oh, my lord, a newspaperman is coining!"
"Huh, chase him away!"
A few moments later his secretary, Baron Harada, came into the
garden. "Prince Saionji—"
"Huh, Harada-san. See, don't you think this new cane is well caade?
I just finished it."
He stood tip and tested its strength.

